


The second story of the brick store, visible above the concrete-block additions that obscure its
lower story, features a pair of segmentally arched window openings with six-over-six sash and
three-light transoms, matching the treatment and placement at the front of the building. The
south elevation of the brick store has no fenestration.

Today, the entrance to the store is through the double doors in the brick store building. The
interior of the brick store features a wood floor with brick and plaster walls lined with wood
shelving and crammed with merchandise. The original back doorway remains and leads into the
concrete-block rear addition; the doorway is flanked by six-over-six sash windows with three-
light transoms as seen at the front of the building.

A wood stair at the northeast corer of the space leads to the second story, which features an
open room occupying roughly the rear two-thirds of the second floor. At the front of the
building, two smaller rooms served as an office for William Carpenter and a barbershop. No
furniture or finishes indicating these uses survive.

The interiors of the frame sections of the building have been altered from their original
appearance. The 1917 frame addition has'a plywood floor and ceiling; walls are covered with
pegboard to display the hardware supplies that stock the room. The pegboard and merchandise
displays also cover the west wall, obscuring the door to the front porch. The interior of the
earliest store building section features a linoleum tile floor, sheetrock and plaster walls, a spray-
on ceiling surface, and ceiling-mounted fluorescent lighting. An open doorway at the back of the
wood-frame store leads down three steps into the concrete-block addition, which has exposed
concrete-block walls and a linoleum-tile floor.

B. Historical Background Narrative

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the rural village of Carpenter grew faster
than other rural Wake County villages due to the prosperity of the new “bright leaf” tobacco
crop that replaced cotton. Tobacco grew well in western Wake County, and the local agricultural
economy likewise thrived. The first known store at the Carpenter crossroads was the Farmers’
Cooperative that operated out of the ca. 1880 two-story frame building at the southwest corner
of Morrisville Carpenter Road and Carpenter Upchurch Road. The building was likely built by
the cooperative.*

In 1885, twenty-year-old William H. Carpenter established a farm supply store on Good Hope
Church Road in southwestern Wake County, about a half mile northeast of the crossroads.
Carpenter soon learned that the Durham and Southern Railroad planned a route through the
area; in 1895, he built the single-story, gable-front store building and its side shed-roofed
section at the crossroads and moved his business there. Carpenter and his wife Alice continued
to acquire land in the area, including the Farmers’ Cooperative building across the road from the
new store location; presumably, the cooperative was defunct at that point. In 1905, the
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Carpenters donated right-of-way for the coming railroad, ensuring that their store would be
ideally located for both automobile and rail traffic. Tracks were laid in 19062

According to local tradition, the Farmers’ Cooperative building served as a meeting house for a
farmer’s union and for fraternal organizations in the first decades of the twentieth century.
Records of the early-twentieth-century Farmers’ Educational and Cooperative Union show that
a Carpenter chapter met from 1912 through 1920; the exact location is not specified in the
records, but the Farmers’ Cooperative is the building that local oral history identifies as a union
hall. Current owner Dale Carpenter has also found record books of a junior order of a fraternal
organization similar to the Freemasons in the building.’

In 1916, William Carpenter built a second, separate store building on the east side of Carpenter
Upchurch Road, just several feet south of his 1895 store building. The new structure was a two-
story brick building with a stepped parapet and segmental arched windows with six-over-six
double-hung sash. Stylistically, it has much in common with early-twentieth-century store
buildings built in the same period in the county’s incorporated towns. In 1917, a frame addition
connected the two store buildings. That center section intermittently served as the local post
office until the service was permanently discontinued and moved to Morrisville in the 1930s."

William Carpenter sold the farm supply business to his son Melvin Carpenter in 1922. Melvin
ran the business for more than twenty years and sold it to his son Roland E. Carpenter upon
Roland’s return from service in Casablanca with the Army Air Corps during World War I1.
Roland added the warehouse and extended the porch on the west side of the Farmer’s
Cooperative in the early 1950s and put in some loading docks on that side to unload goods from
trains stopped in Carpenter. He also added the gabled frame garage at the back of the Farmer’s
Cooperative to shelter a delivery truck. In the early 1970s, he made the rear addition to the
warehouse and enclosed a portion of the front porch to house a small office.’

Roland’s wife Hilda Ferrell Carpenter continued running the business after her husband’s death
in 1977, selling it to her sons Dale and Joel Carpenter when Dale graduated from college in
1982. The brothers replaced the rail loading docks with the current loading docks, silo, and
shelter in 1985; the newer docks are tailored for trucks rather than rail cars. In the late 1980s,
they added all of the concrete-block additions at the rear of the Carpenter Farm Supply Store
and did some interior remodeling in the wood-frame sections of the building. The cupola on the
Farmers’ Cooperative was likewise added in the late twentieth century. The brothers, the fourth
generation to run the store, continue in business today.®

C. Significance Statement
The Farmers’ Cooperative and the Carpenter Farm Supply Company Store are both associated

with the agricultural history of Wake County, a significant economic activity in the county’s
history. Few buildings represent the agricultural community and economy that existed in rural
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Wake County in the late nineteenth through mid-twentieth century as well as the buildings that
compose the Carpenter Farm Supply Company Complex. The Farmers’ Cooperative served the
commercial needs of early farmers in the area; later, it was a meeting place for both agricultural
and fraternal organizations. Its cooperative and meeting-hall functions are unique in the area.
The Carpenter Supply Company Store and its two early expansions reflect the agricultural
growth of the area in the first half of the twentieth century and the commercial needs of the
surrounding farming community. The 1916 brick store building is architecturally notable as the
only rural brick store building in Wake County. That type was common in towns but unknown
at rural crossroads like Carpenter.

Both buildings retain integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and
association. The buildings, despite side and rear additions in the second half of the twentieth

-century, retain their essential original form, materials, and overall appearance. The interior plan
of the buildings likewise remains intact, including the back stair and second-story office spaces
in the 1916 brick section of the Carpenter Farm Supply Company Store; some finishes in the
frame sections of the Carpenter Farm Supply Store have been removed or covered by
remodeling. The buildings remain in their original location at the Carpenter Crossroads, and
their rural setting is largely unchanged. Modest early twentieth-century farmhouses stand along
the road south of the complex, and a general store and warehouse from the same period stand
on the north side of the crossroads. The railroad tracks likewise survive.

D. Landmark Boundary

The boundary proposed for this landmark designation is depicted on the accompanying
proposed boundary map. This boundary encompasses the entire parcel that the buildings
occupy, which includes the land historically associated with the Carpenter Farm Supply Store
complex. Note that this parcel straddles Carpenter Upchurch Road.
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Carpenter Farm Supsly Company Camplex, Cary, Weke County, photograptter; Cyrthia de Miranda, October 2009
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Carpenter Farm Supply Compary Comglex, Cary, Wake County, photographter: Cynthiz de Mirsnds, Octoker 2009
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Carpeenter Farm Supply Cotnpany Complex, Cary, Wake County, photographter: Cynthia de Miranda, Octoker 2009
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