RESOLUTION
OF THE CARY TOWN COUNCIL
FOR THE
ADOPTION OF VISION ZERO

|
i WHEREAS, Cary, North Carolina is a vibrant, thriving community of over 191,000
residents, comprised of growing suburban neighborhoods that surround an increasingly urbanized

\
downtown core, that maintains a reputation as a safe place to live, work, and have fun; and

WHEREAS, the Imagine Cary Community Plan commits to transportation policies that
seek to ensure the safety of all roadway users, regardless of age or ability, including pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists; and

WHEREAS, measures to make Cary’s transportation network safer encourage Cary’s
resndents and visitors to embrace multiple transportation modes, contributing to Cary’s ability to
foster thriving, healthy, livable neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, Cary’s transportation network encompasses more than 510 miles of roads, 100
miles of greenways, 480 miles of sidewalk, and 200 miles of NCDOT-maintained highways; and

WHEREAS, Cary’s transportation network serves an increasing number of pedestrians,
bicyclists, and other non-motorists; and

WHEREAS, Vision Zero is an internationally recognized, public health-based traffic safety
strat?gy to reduce and ultimately eliminate traffic fatalities and severe injuries; and

WHEREAS, Vision Zero provides a framework to move towards a more positive traffic
safety culture that provides the foundation for reducing traffic deaths and serious injuries on Cary’s
transportation network while improving access to safe, sustainable, and equitable mobility for
everyone; and

\ WHEREAS, Vision Zero is a people-first strategy that recognizes humans make mistakes
and that human bodies have a limited ability to tolerate crash impacts; and

WHEREAS, Vision Zero is distinguished from traditional road safety practices by
employing what is known as the “Safe System Approach” to focus on decreasing kinetic energy in
the event of a crash; and

WHEREAS, the responsibility for improving traffic safety in Cary is shared by all
transportation system stakeholders, including users, designers, and operators; and

WHEREAS, Cary already supports aspects of the Vision Zero strategy through
commitments to the safety of the mobility network through:

= greenways that are a fundamental component of our mobility infrastructure, strategically
planned, built, and operated to encourage active transportation and protect vulnerable
road users in our community,

* a Traffic Calming Program that seeks to reduce vehicle speeds,

1
| = an Intersection Improvement Program to enhance the safety of signalized intersections,



= a Sidewalk Program that advances the goals of Cary’s Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan,

= designation as both a Silver-level Walk Friendly Community and a Bronze-level Bicycle
Friendly Community,

= partnership with NCDOT staff to operate and maintain a traffic signal network consisting
of over 220 signalized intersections and over 100 miles of fiber optic cable, and

» partnership with the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) in
developing a regional transportation safety action plan, Blueprint for Safety; and

WHEREAS, the formal adoption of Vision Zero in Cary will encourage a more holistic
perspective, promoting increased collaboration between individual programs and initiatives.

NOW THEREFORE, the Town Council of the Town of Cary resolves that:

|
i 1. Cary hereby endorses Vision Zero as a strategy to reduce traffic deaths and serious
; injuries on Cary’s transportation network.

2. Cary declares that Vision Zero and the Safe System Approach collectively provide
town-wide guiding principles for planning, designing, building, operating, and
maintaining Cary’s transportation network, as well as encouraging safer behaviors
through observation, enforcement, communication, education, and collaboration.

3. Elevating traffic safety in Cary requires a shift in focus away from vehicular level of
service and throughput, giving the safety of pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-
motorists priority in transportation decisions.

4. The Town Manager shall direct staff to continue research, learning, and collaboration
on Vision Zero and support Cary’s partnership with NCDOT to operate and maintain
Cary’s roads and traffic signals and with CAMPO through their implementation of the
Blueprint for Safety.

Adopted this the 24th day of April 2025.
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